



tages of stronger solutions, he increased the strength j 
of his dressings to i to 500, and within twenty-four j 
hours the stools contained bloody mucus and were! 
small and griping; there was vesication about the! 
wound and around the limb under the dressings. 
Entirely dry dressings had been used, but they had 
been moistened by pus and serum from the wound. 
He does not see the advantage of strong solutions in 
serum as one to too or 75. The serum is a decom¬ 
posable substance, and an uncertain portion of the 
antiseptic agent is destroyed by it. YVeak solutions 
in boiled water seem more reasonable, and answer 
every purpose. | 

Dr. Longaker has been much interested in the , 
third stage of labor, and would like to hear how Dr. j 
Bei nardy removed the placenta in the adherent case ! 
narrated by him. He has been using Crede’s method 
with great satisfaction. He thinks the hand should 
be kept out of the parturient canal as much as pos¬ 
sible. He does not need vaginal injections after i 
labor, but depends upon outside washes. He finds | 
that the temperature rarely rises during the puerperal; 
period, even after instrumental delivery. He thinks! 
care during the third stage will avoid the necessity 
for antiseptics. 

I)r. Parish agrees with Dr. Parvin’s views. He 
has found a solution of 1 to 1000 of bichloride irri¬ 
tating, and he now uses 1 to 2000 or 5000. Strong 
solutions cause an appearance resembling erysipelas 
or inflammation of the derm. Injections are not! 
necessary in every case; when the surroundings are 
cleanly and the patient a multipara he does not use j 
them, but in primiparae with contusions or lacera-! 
tions, and when version or instruments have been! 
employed, he is in the habit of injecting a weak so-! 
lution of bichloride immediately after delivery, but 
he does not repeat it, but simply washes out the! 
vagina. Cleanliness of hands, instruments and nurse 
is the most important point. He has never had any 
trouble in private practice. 

Dr. Bernardy, in closing the discussion, remarked 
that he thought he had a far better antiseptic in bin- 
iodide than the bichloride. He had used the former 
in surgical cases also, washing out pus-cavities, and 
always with good results. He does not use intra¬ 
uterine washes in every case of labor. He has at¬ 
tended since the first of the year about seventy cases 
of labor, and he has employed the intra-uterine in¬ 
jections in only the three cases detailed. In every 
case of labor he uses carbolic acid soap to cleanse 
his hands and arms and the external genitalia of the 
patient. The eclamptic patient had reached or 
passed her full term, and there was no reason why 
the child should not be removed. In the case 
of adherent placenta, it was pulled off forcibly, and 
a shreddy lining was left in the uterus, as no line of 
separation had formed. He believes the dangers 
consequent on passing the hand and arm into the 
uterus and vagina are much exaggerated, and he does 
not hesitate to do so when the exigencies of the case 
demand it. 

{To be continued .) 


STATE MEDICINE. 

METHOD OF ORANTING THE LICENSE TO 
PRACTICE MEDICINE. 

The following report was made to the Medical 
Society of the State of Pennsylvania at its recent 
annual meeting, by a committee appointed a year 
ago to consider and report upon this subject: 

By enacting the registration law of 1881, Pennsyl¬ 
vania has declared that the practice of medicine 
should be subject to legal restriction. And in all 
parts of the United States, the tendency seems to 
be towards the establishment and further elaboration 
of some system of State license, to control entrance 
upon the practice of medicine. 

The only sufficient reason for the existence of any 
such system is that the license granted shall be reli¬ 
able evidence of the fitness of its recipient for his 
work. A system which secures this may be defended 

no other can. If a State license helps the com¬ 
munity to the choice of competent medical advisers, 
it at least accomplishes that for which it was insti¬ 
tuted. But if it be conferred upon the incompetent 
as well as upon the competent, it serves to confuse 
and mislead rather than to guide the people to a 
wise choice. 

If, then, we are to have a State license, it should 
possess a real, fixed and easily ascertainable signifi¬ 
cance. The license granted under the present sys¬ 
tem does not conform to this condition. It is prac¬ 
tically the diploma of any “ legally chartered medi¬ 
cal college or university having authority to confer 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine.” Being granted 
by any one of over one hundred competing and in¬ 
terested corporations, upon evidence of fitness fur¬ 
nished by a private unrecorded examination, its 
significance is neither fixed nor ascertainable, and 
therefore is not real. 

But however uncertain it may be as to its ante¬ 
cedents, the State license does and must confer upon 
every recipient precisely the same privileges and im¬ 
munities. Hence the competition in granting it 
cannot be upward. One corporation cannot put 
itself ahead of another by granting a better license. 
But it may outstrip its rival by competing downward 
and bestowing the license more cheaply by requiring 
of the recipient a lower grade of fitness. 

The medical student may seek the school offering 
the best teaching, the greatest laboratory and clinical 
facilities; but he does not seek the school which will 
compel him to pass the strictest examination before 
granting him the medical decree. Generally he 
rather avoids that school. For its diploma confers 
no greater legal privilege, and, to the mass of laymen 
carries no greater scholastic prestige than the diploma 
of its less censorious, less conscientious rival. And 
he can have no desire to run even a fancied risk of 
missing the degree, merely for the sake of a harder 
examination, without any concomitant advantage. 

Hence the temptation is continually presented to 
the faculty of every medical school to endeavor to 
enlarge its classes by reducing or keeping low its 
standard of requirements for graduation. Nay, it is 
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more than a temptation. In competing for the pat¬ 
ronage of students, under the present conditions of 
public opinion and statute law, a low standard of 
requirements is an essential to success. Because of 
this downward competition it entails, the power to 
grant the State license should no longer be vested in 
medical schools. 

By general experience publicity has been proven 
the best shield against laxity of administration and 
the injustices of favoritism and prejudice. In mat¬ 
ters of this kind publicity is more than a shield 
against such abuses. It is the destruction of the 
conditions necessary to their existence. And it 
should be allowed to guard the interests of the com¬ 
munity and the profession in the granting of the 
State license to practice medicine. The present 
method of secret and unrecorded examination is the 
best that could well be devised to foster abuses of 
the licensing power. How can this be changed? 
Under their charters medical schools have certain 
vested rights, which the courts would protect against 
legislative abridgement. Among these is the right 
to determine how and by whom the fitness of can¬ 
didates for their degrees shall be ascertained. Even 
if some medical schools would submit to some de¬ 
sirable changes in their methods of examination; while 
their action would place them at a disadvantage in 
the competition with other schools unhampered by 
any such restrictions; a large proportion of the 
State licenses (all granted by these unrestricted 
schools) would remain as unreliable and deceptive as 
ever. The colleges cannot be restricted in the grant¬ 
ing of their degrees. But the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine was not primarily a license to practice. It 
was made a license by the act of 1881. That act 
can be repealed, or so amended as to transfer to 
other hands the licensing power. And, here, we be¬ 
lieve lies the remedy for those abuses which medical 
teachers, practitioners and clients should equally 
deplore: To prevent downward competition in the 
granting of State license; to believe medical schools of 
the degrading influence such competition exerts; to 
regulate the licensing of those obtaining the medical 
degree from institutions outside the State; to guard 
by publicity and direct control against the abuse of 
the licensing power, and to ensure the efficient ad¬ 
ministration of laws looking to these ends ; we recom¬ 
mend that this Society endorse and advocate before 
the people of Pennsylvania and their representa¬ 
tives in the State Legislature the following proposi¬ 
tions : 

First—The sole power of granting the license to 
practice medicine in Pennsylvania should be vested 
in a single board. 

Second—The board should have no connection 
with any corporation engaged in medical teaching. 

Third—The doings of this board, including the 
determination of the fitness of applicants for the 
license to practice, should be public and matters of 
record, and the records open to public inspection. 

Fourth—To secure the efficiency of the board 
against incompetent membership and the undue pres¬ 
sure of partisan politics, the medical profession or its 
representatives should nominate to the Governor a 


list of persons qualified to perform its duties, from 
which list the board should be appointed. 

It is also recommended that a committee be ap¬ 
pointed to prepare, in accordance with the views of 
this society, a form of bill suitable for presentation 
to the next biennial session of the Legislature, and 
to report the same to our next annual meeting. 
Traill Green, Frank Woodbury, 

Wm. Varian, Lowell M. Gate, 

John M. Dkaver, Edward Jackson, 

Henry Leffman, 

The society accepted the report and proceeded to 
consider its recommendation seriatim. After con¬ 
siderable debate, and the rejection of various amend¬ 
ments, they were, by a large majority, adopted. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER FROM PARIS. 

(from our OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

The Bouillaud Statue—The Prizes of the Academy 
of Medicine—Death of Dr. Gueneau de Mussy. 

A statue to perpetuate the memory of the late 
Professor Bouillaud was erected by public sub¬ 
scription at Angouleme, the town nearest his birth 
place, which is a village in the department of the 
Charente. The statue was inaugurated on the r6th 
inst., in the presence of the officials of the town, and 
of several members of the profession from different 
parts of the country, as well as of representatives 
from the various learned societies to w r hich Dr. Bouil¬ 
laud belonged. Among the medical men from Paris, 
I may mention the names of Professor Cornil, Po- 
tain and Verneuil, also Dr. Leon Labbe, Hospital 
Surgeon, who were all pupils of the celebrated phy¬ 
sician. After a few words of welcome from the 
Mayor of the town, the delegates addressed the as¬ 
sembly in turn, Professor Laboulbene in the name of 
the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, Professor Vulpian 
for the Academy of Sciences, and Dr. Roger for the 
Academy of Medicine. 

The Paris Academy of Medicine distributed its 
annual prizes at its meeting on the 19th of May. The 
following is a list of the principal recipients and the 
subjects on which they treated: A prize of 2,000 
francs was awarded to Dr. Paul Richer for his work 
“On Hysterical Paralysis and Muscular Contrac¬ 
tions :” 1,500 francs to Dr. Pierre Marie, for his mem¬ 
oir “On Sclerosis Disseminated in Patches;” 500 
francs to Dr. William Murrell, of the Westminister 
Hospital of London, for his work on “Nitro-glycerine 
as a remedy for Angina Pectoris;” 500 francs to Dr. 
Henri Huchard, of Paris, for his work on “Angina 
Pectoris;” and another sum of 500 francs was awarded 
to the same physician for his works on other subjects; 
the prize of 1,000 francs was divided between Drs. 
Josias and Nocard for their memoir entitled: “Ex¬ 
perimental and Clinical Researches on the Treatment 
of Itch and of the Acarus Scabiei by Naphthol;” 
500 francs with honorable mention to Dr. Eugene 
Rochard for his work “ On the Employment of Min- 
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